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The fight against air pollution 
California, with Los Angeles County 
the principal, though not the only, 
theater operations, has constituted 
one the most colorful chapters 
man’s long struggle master his 
environment. this fight, the enemy, 
never clearly seen, has continuously 
changed form and thus repeatedly 
frustrated the efforts the cham- 
pions the people. Like Hydra, the 
many-headed monster mythology, 
soon one head has been severed, 
two more have grown its place; and 
the sword the challenger has been 
unable cleave cleanly through the 
tough scales ignorance that plate 
the monster’s hide. 

Let look this long struggle 
three times: once 1930; again 
the early 1940’s; and finally today 
1955. 


1930—ERA ODORS, SMOKE, DUST 


1930, Los Angeles County, with 
population little over two mil- 
lion outdoor-loving residents, was 
aware that her matchless climate was 
blemished air pollution. She felt, 
however, that the relatively infre- 
quent and geographically 
insults her air purity posed seri- 
ous threat and, fact, served en- 
hance her great natural resource 
occasional reminder that could 
lost. The nature air pollution 
1930 bore little resemblance that 
today. That was the time odors, 
smoke, and dust. one had heard 
hydrocarbons smog, and the petrol- 
eum industry, distinctly sec- 
ond importance the motion pic- 
ture industry, was charged only with 
the nuisance odors. the Long 
Beach area, frequent protests were 


made that mercaptans, released from 
certain refinery units and from caus- 
wastes, and odors from the burn- 
ing dumping acid sludge were 
interfering with the comfort the 
residents. about this time, long 
before the entrance government 
into the field air pollution control, 
the oil industry, itself employed 
technical inspector, charged him with 
the duty 24-hour surveillance 
odors from refineries, and vested him 
with authority enter refinery prem- 
ises and halt any operation producing 
odor nuisance. 

Fish canneries and reduction plants 
Terminal Island, rendering plants 
Bandini, well hog ranches 
and sewer farms, all felt the brunt 
public resentment and were dealt 
with under the nuisance statutes 
local health departments because peo- 
ple believed their constitutional 
right, enunciated both the state 
and federal constitutions, ‘‘enjoy- 
ing and defending life and pur- 
suing and obtaining happiness.’’ 

far the most spectacular source 
smoke during this period resulted 
from the practice orchard heating. 
The great citrus belt southern 
California, sweeping through the San 
Gabriel and Pomona Valleys Los 
Angeles County, constituted major 
bulwark the economic life the 
communities that area. Several 
times each year that source wealth 
was threatened subfreezing tem- 
peratures, with temporary perma- 
nent destruction. temperatures 
fell below the freezing point, first the 
fruit and then the trees would de- 
stroyed unless heroic measures were 
taken obtain local control the 


The smudge pot (aptly named) was 
then the most respectable means 
raising the temperature the air 
the orchard the necessary few de- 
grees, but that did not prove ade- 
quate, old rubber tires would piled 
and fired and smudge oil would 
burned open pans. Smoke was then 
considered important heat, and 
after night heavy firing the val- 
ley towns would enveloped 
pall soot which literally blacked 
out the sun. interesting reflect 
back upon the almost unlimited toler- 
ance the population the valley 
towns that day this deliberately 
imposed massive defilement air. 
The secret this tolerance lay 
that the pollution was un- 
avoidably necessary and that surely 
two duration. 

Two other sources air pollution 
which plagued Los Angeles County 
years ago were forest fires and 
dust storms. Devastating forest fires 
would ravage the for- 
ested slopes the Sierra Madre Range 
and fine ash would rain down over 
the area for days. More frequently 
the dreaded Santa Ana dust storms 
from the deserts San Bernardino 
and Riverside Counties the east 
would fill the air San Gabriel Val- 
ley and give the appearance 
present-day smog. Such was the pic- 
ture 1930. 


1940—EFFECTS SMOG INCREASE 


Let now look the same area 
some years later, the early 


* Presented at the symposium on “The Uni- 
versity and Industrial Society” Los An- 
geles October 26, 1955, honor 
Robert Gordon Sproul’s 25th year Pres- 
ident the University California. 


1940’s. The population Los Angeles 
County had not yet started zoom 
upward, was soon do, but sig- 
nificant changes had taken place 
the air pollution situation. Industries 
manufacturing using huge quan- 
tities volatile chemicals were mov- 
ing into the area. Los Angeles County 
had become major aircraft manufac- 
turing center. butadiene plant was 
established the heart Los An- 
geles City. The total capacity Los 
Angeles County oil refineries had in- 
creased only few percent, but the 
refining process had undergone pro- 
found change, with cracked gasoline 
produced catalytic processes aug- 
menting the 
and thermally-cracked gasolines. This 
resulted motor fuel with mark- 
edly differing characteristics. Motor 
vehicles had only about 
number, but the compres- 
sion ratio the internal combustion 
motor had gone (with resultant 
temperature combus- 
tion), and the motor vehicle itself 
had become lowgrade mobile gaso- 
line-cracking plant. Diesel trucks be- 
came more frequent the highways, 
and the volume fuel oil and natural 
gas burned homes, public buildings, 
and industry was much greater than 
1930. 

The observed effects air pollu- 
tion had, now, undergone consider- 
able change. The major sources 
odor prevalent 1930 
largely cured. Fish reduction plants 
now had steam-jacketed driers; refin- 
eries were collecting their fumes and 
burning them; rendering plants were 
oxidizing their odorous vapors with 
combustion, chlorine, chlorine di- 
oxide gas, scrubbing them with 
liquids containing neutralizing 
agent. Acid sludge was being shipped 
rail plant the San Fran- 
cisco Bay area for conversion into am- 
monium sulfate. Orchard heating had 
been rendered relatively smokeless 
partly result improved oil 
heater design and partly result 
the substitution butane heaters 
wind machines, once the idea the 
necessity for smoke had been proven 
false. Dust storms and forest fires 
still although with apparent 
decrease frequency and severity. 
Sewer farms were thing the past. 

These changes the sources air 
pollution were manifested dra- 
matic changes the symptoms that 
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the air began display. Odors were 
diminishing, but eye irritation began 
force itself the attention the 
people and the word ‘‘smog’’ came 
into our vocabulary. People began in- 
creasingly notice that the trans- 
parency the air which they had 
prided themselves was gone many 
days the year when there were 
dust storms, forest orchard 
heating, and they suspected that 
something beside natural haze was 
the cause. 

characteristic fashion they de- 
manded that something done, even 
though were then war, and the 
governing body Angeles 
County named the county health of- 
ficer ‘‘air pollution The 
governing body the city Los 
Angeles also instructed its health de- 
partment get into action, and the 
biggest detective story the century 
was begun. 


SAMPLING FOR EYE IRRITANTS 

Starting with the clue eye irri- 
tation, the first smog fighters began 
sample the air for known eye irritants 
encountered industry, acrolein, 
other aldehydes, sulfur dioxide, sul- 
fur trioxide, and nitrogen dioxide. 
They were fortified years 
experience coping with these irri- 
tant gases industry, and threshold 
limits ‘‘maximum allowable 
had been established 
for each. was possible find all 
these the air Los An- 
geles County, but they were seldom 
one tenth that which industrial 
experience showed the thresh- 
old concern. Furthermore, when 
one added all the known quanti- 
ties sources these compounds 
discharging the air and divided 
the volume air the basin, even 
days low ceiling, was evident 
that the industrial thresholds could 
not possibly reached. Consequently, 
there began search for unknown 
search which still continues 
today. evident that air vol- 
ume available for diluting wastes was 
key factor and attention was seri- 
ously directed meteorology about 
this time. The concept remained, how- 
ever, that the guilty substance was 
design accident being intro- 
duced into the air some place, and 
the problem consisted identifying 
it, locating its source, and ‘‘shutting 
off.’’ 


ORDINANCES ENACTED 

But time was moving inexorably 
the situation was worsening; 
and the people with rising impatience 
and uneasiness demanded action and 
action they got. First, local governing 
bodies enacted local ordinances, and 
then the State Legislature, now freed 
from the restraining effect the war, 
enacted statute making air pollu- 
tion, effect, crime. Full use the 
police power was authorized abate 
the discharge virtually any foreign 
substances into the air. Glaringly 
absent was any real provision for re- 
search. This was emergency and 
there was time for the slow, labori- 
ous process unravelling 
problem this complex. 

But although government appar- 
ently thought that correction the 
rising threat air pollution could 
achieved without systematic research, 
other segments our society did not. 
Small, scattered research efforts began 
appear the state’s colleges and 
universities, and more impressive ef- 
forts were begun research insti- 
tutes and laboratories under indus- 
trial sponsorship. often the 
these early research efforts pro- 
duced apparently discordant and con- 
tradictory leads, and the control 
agencies wisely confined their major 
efforts the relatively firm ground 
smoke control and abatement spe- 
outstanding industrial waste dis- 
charges the air, the sole fronts 
which air pollution progress had been 
made elsewhere the United States. 


1955—SMOG MAJOR PROBLEM 

Let now jump ahead and re- 
focus our sights today’s scene. 
1955, smog had taken its place along- 
side water one the state’s top- 
ranking problems. Like water, air was 
now recognized limited 
But the attitude the people toward 
smog was highly personalized one. 
ter which their personal emotions 
are deeply involved. Heading the list 
fear. From the days the black 
hole Caleutta, man has held 
dread having his breath- 
ing air supply cut off. The tremend- 
ous popular outery against the use 
poison gas warfare, although other 
weapons may much more inhumane 
from physiological standpoint, 
merely serves reemphasize the 
deepseatedness man’s instinctive 
with his air supply. 


82 
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Second the list emotions 
aroused smog anger. This anger, 
eaused partly fear and partly 
resentment having the climate 
progressively ruined, has found two 
major targets: industry and public 
officials. The third emotion indig- 
nation, which stems from the allega- 
tion, made with increasing frequency 
the experts, that the very people 
who are suffering from smog are re- 
sponsible large part for their 
own actions individuals. the 
average person this sounds like non- 
sense, and would nonsense un- 
less entirely new concept air 
pollution replaces the one held 
1930 when smog resulted from easily 
identifiable which were acts 
nature, the consequences 
industrial agricultural 
practices. 

Let look, then, the new facts 
which have been discovered and piece 
together the current concept smog 
our metropolitan areas. said let’s 
the new facts. Perhaps 
the wrong term use be- 
facts are absolutes and the 
newer knowledge this field the 
process discovery and verification 
but this knowledge truth, however 
blurred our image it, and must 
serve the basis plans which will 
shape our urban environments, 
too weak term. The 
new then, are 
these 


Smog not the sum-total all 
the compounds and substances 
discharged into the air, but, 
rather, the end result chemi- 
eal and physical interreactions 
some those substances 
the air form new compounds 
not previously present. 

The chemical reactions the 
air are between compounds 
such small concentration that 
they require catalyst order 
proceed, and one such 
sunlight itself. 

The chemical reactions the 
air are dynamic and result 
the simultaneous presence 
large number compounds all 
state reaction equilibrium 
the ambient air. 

The destruction visibility 
large part due scattering 
light aerosol particles 

(liquid solid) having ef- 

fective diameter approximately 


that the wave length the 
light 

Damage leafy vegetation and 
irritation the mucous mem- 
branes humans due the 
presence impurities air 
the fantastically low concentra- 
tion represented weight 
ratio approximately one part 
pollutant million parts 
air. 


FUNDAMENTAL UNKNOWNS 


These areas known truth, im- 
pressive and dramatic they are, 
furnish small cause for elation when 
one considers that there remain areas 
ignorance which cast doubt the 
validity past and present efforts 
and stand the way planning 
future programs with guaranty 
their successfulness. Among the most 
fundamental unknows are the follow- 
ing: 

Chemical identity the prin- 
cipal compound (or compounds) 
which irritates the mucous mem- 
branes humans and damages 
vegetation. 

played aerosols the physi- 
effect polluted air 
humans. 

Understanding the chronic ef- 
fects long exposure smog 
human health. 

Knowledge the danger dis- 
aster levels smog ingredients. 


When these unknowns have been 
illuminated, then and only then will 
air pollution abatement prevention 
solid basis. Until then 
necessary proceed empirically 
trial and error. Two considerations 
make apparent that the trial and 
error method cannot followed 
much longer. The first that 
now evident that profound changes 
will needed restore air quality 
standard acceptable the peo- 
ple Los Angeles County. Unless 
these changes are specifically directed 
toward interrupting precisely un- 
derstood chain reactions, the cost 
blanket approach will over- 
whelming. The second reason that 
government has used its ‘‘bank 
field and the people will not submit 
solution further years ex- 
perimentation. The solution the 


smog problem California, there- 
fore, completely dependent upon 
fundamental information 
resolve the remaining unknowns 
the smog riddle. Once the riddle 
completely understood the necessary 
steps will taken because the people 
are determined that shall so. 


THE JOB AHEAD 


The issue therefore clear. only 
remains seen who will produce 
the answers the remaining ques- 
tions: Will private enterprise, 
and universities, govern- 
ment? Probably all three, but sin- 
hope the colleges and universi- 
ties general and the University 
California particular will intensify 
their present very significant efforts 
the field. university should 
truth. Time the essence, however, 
not only because the pressing 
urgency the problem Los An- 
geles County, but because the same 
information needed for the 
other two metropolitan areas this 
State. The San Bay area 
and the San Diego area, well 
the larger isolated cities the great 
Central Valley, must have this in- 
formation they are maintain 
satisfactory air quality programs 
planning and prevention rather 
than the fabulously expensive 
route abatement. But cost not 
the most pressing consideration. 

Surely, seldom before was chal- 
lenge vital held before the institu- 
tions education state; the chal- 
lenge opportunity one stroke 
safeguard the health, insure the 
wealth, and restore the joy living 
million people. 


Rabies Specimens Virus Lab 


Laboratory examination speci- 
mens for rabies performed the 
department’s laboratories has been 
transferred from the Bacteriology 
Laboratory the Viral and Rickett- 
sial Disease Laboratory. 

Inquiries from local health depart- 
ments regarding reports, the submis- 
sion specimens and other labora- 
tory matters relating rabies should 
directed Edwin Lennette, 
M.D., Chief the Viral and Rickett- 
sial Disease Laboratory. 
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Polio Vaccine Priorities Broadened; 
Sharp Reduction Paralysis Reported 


California children from 0-14 years 
age and pregnant women are now 
eligible receive polio vaccine. 

This decision was made upon 
recommendation the department’s 
Advisory Committee Poliomyelitis 
and after was reported that ap- 
parently vaccine commercial chan- 
nels was not moving fast an- 
ticipated the 5-9 age priority 
group. The broadening the priori- 
ties now offers public and commercial 
vaccine more than 4,000,000 young- 
sters and pregnant women. will 
also permit the inoculation entire 
families one visit physician’s 
office and will assist public agencies 
one time. 

Preliminary evidence indicates 
significant protection the vaccine 
against paralytic polio. One immuni- 
zation apparently affording per- 
cent greater protection against 
paralysis, while two shots increases 
protection about percent. 

These trends, observed Cali- 
fornia, fit closely with reports vac- 
cine effectiveness from other states. 
watch has been maintained 
all vaccinated individuals and 
reports illness relation vacci- 
nation and there indication 
any difficulty regarding the safety 
the vaccine. 

the light this evidence, the 
department and its advisory group 
believes the vaccine provides sig- 
nificant protection against paralytic 
polio; believes the vaccine safe, 
and recommends its use. 

The department’s plan for the dis- 
tribution and use the free, public 
vaccine supply has been approved 
the Public Health Service. With 
that approval the department has 
cleared the vaccination programs 
some local health jurisdictions for 
the use the 1,625,000 shots feder- 
ally purchased vaccine earmarked for 
California. far, 116,363 free shots 
have been released into public agency 
programs and 739,253 the com- 
mercial market. Department records 
show that private physicians are inoc- 
ulating approximately 17,000 eligible 
persons week with commercial vac- 

noted that the production 
vaccine nationally falling substanti- 


New Investigations Heart Disease 


Contracts totaling $15,000 for four 
new projects the department’s pro- 
gram for the epidemiological investi- 
gation heart disease have been 
made with the Public Health 
Service. 

addition the information 
obtained from these investigations, 
the projects will serve illustrate 
several the ways which classic 
epidemiological techniques may 
put use the search for causative 
factors chronic diseases. 

The first project will follow-up 
coronary heart disease cases de- 
tected the California Health Sur- 
vey 1954-55 and will include the 
verification diagnostic information 
supplied householders during the 
survey, study the causative fac- 
tors heart disease, and descrip- 
tion the social impact this con- 
dition upon the individual and 
family. 

The second investigation will de- 
termine the frequency deaths from 
different types heart disease 
group approximately 4,000 persons 
who were given screen- 
ing examinations 1951 order 
learn which tests best indi- 
cated impending heart disease. 

This project entails the continued 
study selected population over 
period years—procedure often 
useful epidemiological investiga- 
tions. 


ally below earlier estimates, indicating 
that while there currently ample 
supply commercial vaccine avail- 
able, possible vaccine might 
short supply before too long. 
shortage does necessi- 
timing programs for 
lack vaccine fulfill their require- 
ments. 

emphasized that one criteria 
required Federal Government 
the distribution the free vaccine 
that there means test, 
question financial ability, applied 
with regard whom eligible for 
vaccination. 

The incidence polio California 
and the end October was running 
percent below that 1954, with 
1,463 reported since the April 
beginning the diseased year. 


The third project will study 
the geographic distribution cardio- 
vascular deaths census tract. 
will based upon death certificates 
census tract from selected 
metropolitan areas. The census tracts 
are classified according sociologie 
indices. Areas with greater fewer 
deaths than expected will examined 
for clues the pattern life 
which leads heart disease. 

fourth project part con- 
tinuing study deaths from heart 
disease among persons screened the 
Los Angeles mass chest X-ray survey 
1950. The phase this 
work determine the mortality ex- 
perience, especially from cardiovaseu- 
lar diseases, women 
X-rays with abnormal heart findings 
that year. 

The projects will carried out 
the staff the Bureau 
Diseases. With the financial assist- 
ance provided the contract, the 
project staff will include social re- 
search technician and clerk. Super- 
vision and medical consultation will 
provided the staff the 
bureau’s recently established Chronie 
Disease Epidemiology Center. 


Ocean-Bay Recreational Waters 
Found Contaminated 


Constant vigilance California 
ocean and bay waters public 
health protective measure has been 
maintained the department this 
year keep pace with the increasing 
popularity water sports. 

Recreational use these waters 
for swimming, aquaplaning, water 
skiing, skin diving, shellfish gather- 
ing, sailing and other forms pleas- 
ure boating involve bodily contact 
with the water and thereby calls for 
extreme watchfulness local and 
state health departments. Periodic in- 
spections shore waters the vicin- 
ity outfall sewers were made the 
department and extensive surveys 
were made water conditions San 
Diego Bay, White’s Point and Hy- 
perion Los Angeles County, along 
the San Mateo County coastal line 
and Humboldt Bay. 

large section the central area 
San Diego Bay was found 
unsafe for recreational uses due 
large numbers sewage bacteria 
bay waters. The cities discharging 
sewage into San Diego Bay face ma- 
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jor problems and substantial expendi- 
tures correct existing health haz- 
ards. The State Board Public 
Health will consider this problem 
its December 9th Santa Ana meeting. 

Surveys White’s Point indicate 
sewage bacteria some areas ex- 
cess the state board’s salt water 
bathing standards, and approaching 
that level other sections. Restric- 
tion use these coastal waters 
indicated during the least one-year 
period necessary complete new 
and longer outfall sewer the Los 
Angeles sanitary districts. 

The Los Angeles city sewage plant 

Hyperion now operating beyond 
its designed capacity, although care- 
ful operation has enabled the city 
meet bacterial standards for safe salt 
water bathing. Santa Monica Beach 
cities have expressed dissatisfaction 
with the present operation and have 
protested Los Angeles’ proposed con- 
struction new, $60,000,000 sewage 
treatment facilities not affording, 
their opinion, adequate protection 
the beach waters that area. 
Mateo County are discharging into 
the ocean close shore and studies 
beach conditions and shore sam- 
pling have disclosed limited areas 
which sewage bacteria excess 
the bathing standards. Long range 
planning for sewerage rapidly de- 
veloping subdivisions underway, 
and while these plans are progress 
reeommended that temporary 
emergency measures adopted 
provide adequate sewage treatment 
and disposal protect the public. The 
alternative restrict access 
areas affected sewage discharges. 
The communities Montara and 
Granada have provided temporary 
underground disposal septic tank 
and the Half Moon Bay Sani- 
tary District planning early con- 
struction 
works with disinfection effluent 
discharged into the ocean. 

Oyster culture Humboldt Bay 
developing industry which de- 
waters from sewage discharges from 
Eureka, Arcata and other populated 
areas. the past, temporary over- 
flows raw sewage into the bay have 
caused questions the safety 
the oyster beds and extensive surveys 
are being made the department 
determine areas safe for such uses. 
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NOTICE HEARING 


The State Board Public Health 
will hold hearing December 
1955, 1.30 p.m. Room 120, 
Orange County Health Department, 
645 Ross St., Santa Ana, 
fornia, proposed amendments 
the California Administrative 
Code, Title 17, Chapter Sub- 
chapter Article Section 2603, 
pursuant the authority Sec- 
tions 208, 2100, 2101, 2102, 2103, 
2104, 2105, 2106, 2107, and 2108 
the Health and Safety Code 
amended Chapter 1074, Statutes 
1955. 

The proposed changes and addi- 
tions the regulations will provide 
accepted current practices and pro- 
cedures for the control pet 
birds California recommended 
jointly the Pet Bird Advisory 
Committee and the State Depart- 
ment Public Health. 

Copies the present and pro- 
posed regulations are available for 
inspection the California State 
Department Public Health, Los 
Angeles and Berkeley offices. Said 
proposed regulations are made 
part this notice reference. 


Executive Officer 
State Board Public Health 


Air Measurement Rural Areas 
Initiated New Project 


The department’s new Bureau 
Air Sanitation, jointly with the 
Public Health Service, has under- 
taken program air measurement 
rural California compare with 
air samples taken metropolitan 
areas. Until the initiation this pro- 
ject, air sampling was largely con- 
fined urban areas with very little 
information available the nature 
air not affected emissions from 
industry and population centers. 

The study will include air samples 
from off-shore islands and mountain 
regions. Information obtained will 
enable the bureau better under- 
stand the problem air pollution 
California results the sampling 
uninhabited areas can compared 
with those from metropolitan areas. 


Lee Stone, Madera Health 
Officer, Dies 


Lee Alexander Stone, M.D., Health 
Officer Madera County for years 
prior his retirement last August, 
died November 5th Fresno Vet- 
erans Hospital. was 76. 

Dr. Stone was medical corpsman 
the Spanish-American War, and 
conditions saw during this time led 
him study medicine the Uni- 
versity Louisville, his native state. 
pioneer the field social hygiene 
and had published books, eight 
them dealing primarily with social 
hygiene. 

Following World War which 
Dr. Stone headed the army venereal 
disease program, was regional con- 
sultant for the Public Health Service 
veneral disease control the Mid- 
west, and afterward was Chief the 
Bureau Hospitals, Social and In- 
dustrial Hygiene the Chicago 
Health Department. Four his 
books were about Chicago. 


Dr. Stone moved from Chicago 
Madera 1931, where health of- 
ficer carried out the monumental 
task during the thirties developing 
program meet the housing, sani- 
tation and other health needs 
thousands migratory farm workers. 


Dr. Stone had the distinction 
obtaining for his county one the 
first health centers completed 
California with assistance from the 
federal-state hospital and health cen- 
ter construction program. The center 
was dedicated January, 1951. 
that time the Madera News-Tribune 
editorialized 


proud their new health center; proud 
the grand old man who, the sunset 
long and honorable career, today 
witnessing the dedication monument 
that will perpetuate his memory down 
through the years among succeeding 
generations the people has served 
long, faithfully and well. 


Dr. Stone was buried Arbor 
Vitae Cemetery, Madera. sur- 
vived his wife, four daughters, 
three grandchildren and one great 
grandchild. 


: 
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Contra Costa Moves Headquarters 
Following Earthquake Damage 


Because earthquake damage sus- 
tained the building housing the 
Contra Costa County Health Depart- 
ment Martinez the October 
temblor which centered Central 
Contra Costa County, Dr. Henrik 
Blum, Health Officer, announces that 
the department has moved its head- 
quarters the Shore Acres Shopping 
Center, 654 Port Chicago Highway, 
about four miles west Pittsburg. 
The mailing adress Post Office Box 
871, Martinez. The Sanitation, Tuber- 
culosis and Dental Divisions remain 
Martinez 915 Green Street. All 
other divisions are the new loca- 
tion. District offices Richmond, 
Pittsburg, Pleasant Hill, Oakley and 
San Pablo remain unchanged. 

new health center for Contra 
Costa County now the planning 
stage. 


San Luis Obispo County 

Public Health Nurse: Salary range, $318- 
$382 (recruiting $333). Urgent need. 
Generalized county program. Must have 
California certificate. Car furnished mile- 
age. Forty-hour week, working days vaca- 
tion. Write Civil Service Commission, 967 
Osos St., San Luis Obispo. 


SPECIAL CENSUS RELEASES 


Special Censuses California 
Cities, Series P-28 Los Angeles 
County: Hawthorne (842),* 
Manhattan Beach (841); Mon- 
terey County: Grove 
(840) San Mateo County: Red- 
wood City (838). 

Current status Population 
Estimates Prepared State 
Agencies, Current Population 


Reports, Population Estimates, 
June 1955, Series P-25, No. 
116. 


Copies these releases may 
obtained from: Library, Bu- 
reau Foreign and Domestic 
United States De- 
partment Commerce 419 
Customs Building, 555 Battery 
Street, San Francisco, Califor- 
nia, Room 450, South 
Broadway, Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia. 

*In ordering, specify series and 
These numbers are not population 
figures. 
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Gordon Cumming Receives 
Hospital Award Merit 


The third annual ‘‘Award 
Merit’’ has been bestowed the Cali- 
fornia Hospital Association this year 
Gordon Cumming, Chief the 
Bureau Hospitals, State Depart- 
ment Health. The coveted 
award, made the association’s an- 
nual meeting San Diego October 
27th, gives recognition Mr. Cum- 
ming for his leadership the hospital 
field and for his and service 
above and beyond the demands 
duty the hospitals the State.’’ 


For the past seven years Mr. Cum- 
ming has headed the department’s 
program administering federal 
funds the Hill-Burton Act for hos- 
pital and health center construction 
California. The program has also 
carried out responsibilities for hos- 
pital inspection and for maintaining 
high level standards for hospital 
service. 


The Award Merit plaque bears 
the following the Cali- 
fornia Hospital Association 


Gordon Cumming has dem- 
onstrated unexcelled leadership, unhesitating 
cooperation, and intelligent understanding 
during his seven years Chief the Bu- 
reau Hospitals the State California 
and 


has shown personal courage 
assisting and advising all hospitals all 
times provide the best care for all pa- 
tients; now, therefore, 


Resolved, That the California Hospital As- 
sociation, recognition his fairness, and 
service above and beyond the demands 
duty the hospitals this State, conveys 
Gordon Cumming this award merit 
this 27th day October, 1955. 


President 


AVERY MILLARD 
Executive Director 


second honor for Mr. Cumming 
his recent four-year appointment 
Surgeon General Leonard 
Scheele serve special consult- 
ant the Public Health Service 
member the newly established 
Hospital Facilities Research Study 
Section. This section will one 
which serve technical advisors 
the various Councils the Surgeon 
General matters relating the re- 
search affairs the Nation. Federal 
funds have been available the Divi- 
sion Hospitals and Medical Facili- 
ties ‘‘to permit support research, 
experiments, and demonstrations re- 


Bird Banding Regulations 
Considered 


its December 9th meeting 


Santa Ana the State Board Pub 
Health will consider adoption 
bird control regulations 
the newly-formed Pet Bird 
visory Committee the State 
partment Public Health. The pro. 


posed regulations are for parakeet 


banding program designed control 
the spread psittacosis from 
fected birds man. 

Because rise the incidence 
psittacosis California the last 
few years—from reported human 
bird control legislation 
the State Legislature its last 
session. The control legislation was 
proposed the pet bird industry for 
the establishment program 
reduce the possible development 
public health problem. 


believed the control program 


reduce widespread smuggling 
fected birds into the State. 


The new law requires state-wide 
identification and record keeping sys 
tem commercially sold parakeets 
through banding method trae 
ing sources human infected 
aviaries. also requires the 
ment appoint nine-member 
visory committee for the 
ment control regulations. 

trol program required the 
this advisory group has 
for consideration the State 
Public Health that each 
facturer bands pay the State 
Department Public Health fee 
cent for each official band 

Members the advisory committee 
are: Mrs. Ruth Drew, Modesto; 
Betty Pentico, Monte; Henry 
tucker, Sacramento; Ansel 
and George Lineer, San 
Jess Burkart, San Diego; John 
Papin, Long Beach, and Glen 
and Conrick, Los Angeles. 


lating the development, utilization 
and coordination hospital 
facilities, and resources.’’ The 
study committee has been 
evaluate applications for 
and advise other matters relat 
ing the conduct this special 
gram. 
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Public Health Association 
Holds Annual Meeting December 16th 


Election officers and program 


encompassing reports number 


major public health problems will 
mark the annual meeting the 
Southern California Public Health 
Association held Friday, De- 
16th, the Elks Club, 120 
East Colorado Street, Glendale. This 


will all-day meeting. 


“Public Health Central Amer- 
will reported the Associa- 
tion the luncheon session Dr. 
Merrill, State Director 
Public Health, who has recently 
returned from four-week WHO 
assignment six Central American 
countries. 


Border Health Problems Discussed 
AtU. Meeting 


Mutual public health problems were 


considered the first Regional Meet- 
the United States-Mexico 
Border Public Health Association 


Mexicali and Calexico October 14th. 

Representatives from California, 
Arizona and adjoining States Baja 
California reviewed public health 


facilities along the border and made 
preliminary plans for April, 1956, 
meeting the full association. The 
regional session was experiment 
sponsored the association with dis- 


confined health problems 


directly concerning the states repre- 
sented the meeting. 


lodine Approved for Sanitizing 


Eating and Drinking Utensils 


Acting under provisions the 


Health and Safety Code, the State 
Department Public Health has ap- 


proved iodine for use the bacteri- 


cidal treatment eating and drink- 
ing utensils. This the first change 


since 1951 the alternate methods 
treatment which the department 


can approve under Section 28629 (C), 
which reads follows: 


Section 28629. All, except single 
service, eating and drinking utensils 


shall thoroughly cleaned and then 
following approved bactericidal 
esses after each 


(a) Immersion for least one-half 
minute clean, hot water 


temperature least 180 de- 
grees 

Immersion for least one-half 
minute chlorine bath con- 
taining least 100 parts per 
million all times available 
hypochlorites are 
equal bactericidal efficiency 
are used. 

Any other method approved 
the State Department Pub- 
Health. 


The complete new listing alter- 
nate methods approved the depart- 
ment under provisions part (C) 


(b) 


APPROVED BACTERICIDAL PROCESSES FOR 
EATING AND DRINKING UTENSILS 


California Act 
(Section 28629 Health and 
Safety Code) 


(1) wet method whereby the utensil sur- 
not less than 170 degrees for period 
not less than seconds. 

(2) Contact the utensil surface for 
least two minutes with solution con- 
taining least 200 ppm. approved 
quaternary ammonium compound. (See 
following list approved compounds.) 


Quaternary Ammonium Compounds Approved for 
Bactericidal Treatment Eating and 
Drinking Utensils 

Type 


Alkyl benzyl benzyl dimethyl ammonium 
chloride 
Alkyl dimethyl benzyl ammonium chloride 
Alkyl dimethyl-3, 4-dichlorobenzyl ammo- 
nium chloride 
Alkyl dimethyl benzyl ammonium bromide 
Alkyl dimethyl ethyl ammonium bromide 
Alkyl trimethyl ammonium bromide 
Alkyl benzyl ammonium chloride 
Methyl dodecyl benzyl trimethyl ammo- 
nium chloride 
chloride 


Type 

phenoxy ethoxy ethyl di- 
methyl benzyl ammonium chloride (mono- 
hydrate) 

Para-diisobutyl ethoxy ethyl di- 
methyl benzyl ammonium chloride (mono- 
hydrate) 

Para-tertiaryoctyl phenoxy ethoxy ethyl di- 
methyl benzyl ammonium chloride 


Type 
N-(acyl colamino formyl 
chloride 

Alkyl pyridinium bromide 

Alkyl pyridinium iodide 

(3) Immersion for least one-half min- 
ute iodine bath containing 
least 100 ppm. all times avail- 
able iodine. 


* Approved October, 1950. 
+ Approved February, 1951. 
t Approved October, 1951. 
§ Approved August, 1955. 


Safe Driving Day 


Governor Goodwin Knight has 
issued appeal all Californians 
devote their full attention safety 
December Ist, the day designated 
Driving Day. While California was 
only percent the Nation’s popu- 
lation, percent the Nation’s 
mileage driven its motorists. 

The cost motor vehicle accidents 
for the State during the past year has 
been estimated $341,440,000. 
average, death occurred 
within the State every two hours and 
minutes, and every five minutes 
some person was injured. the 108,- 
265 nonfatal injuries last 
year California some 9,000 persons 
sustained permanent impairment. 

The theme ‘‘Make every day your 
Safe Driving Day’’ emphasizes the 
necessity for continued safe driving 
throughout the year. 


Hospital Advisory Board Approves 
Revision Licensing Requirements 


Proposals licensing re- 
quirements for hospitals and nursing 
homes have been approved the 
Hospital Advisory Board for public 
hearings scheduled next year. 
The board approved department 
recommendations for: clearer defini- 
additional safety measures 
the handling and storing anesthetic 
gases; requirements for infirmary 
units private schools, homes and 
ment minimum standards for hos- 
pital heating and sterilization. 

Also proposed was requirement 
for the administration oxygen 
infants step toward reducing the 
common form blindness the new- 
born attributed high concentra- 
tions oxygen. 

For consideration hearing 
revision maternity requirements 
relating delivery rooms, formula 
preparation and isolation ma- 
ternity patients and newborn infants. 

The board also approved depart- 
mental survey physical conditions 
existing hospital buildings con- 
nection with proposed minimum 
structural standards. Survey results 
will considered hearing 
the board, engineers, architects 
and interested hospital groups. 
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Director Returns From Nutritional 
Study Six Central America Countries 


Dr. Maleolm Merrill, State Di- 
rector Public Health, has returned 
from four-week World Health Or- 
ganization assignment study nu- 
tritional problems Central Amer- 

For two weeks Dr. Merrill was 
guest Dr. Nevin Scrimshaw, Di- 
rector the Institute Nutrition 


Central America and Panama, for 
inspection tour the six Central 
America countries. Following the field 
assignment, Dr. Merrill served 
member the Technical Advisory 
Committee the Institute two- 
week conference Guatemala City. 

The advisory group considered the 
incidence and reason for malnutrition 
among the people Central America, 
discussed their nutritional habits and 


Review Reported Communicable Diseases Morbidity Month Report 
1955 


Diseases With Incidence Exceeding the Five-year Median 


October October October Five-year 

Diseases 1955 1954 1953 median 
Hepatitis, infectious, including serum 111 150 111 
598 533 652 533 
1,793 1,135 1,357 1,135 
136 119 160 102 


Diseases Below the Five-year Median 


October October October Five-year 

Diseases 1955 1954 1953 median 
146 297 357 357 
Streptococcal infections, including scarlet 288 337 381 366 

Venereal Diseases 
October October October Five-year 

Diseases 1955 1954 1953 median 
1,075 1,206 1,369 1,402 


1 Median not calculated. 


* Prior to July 1st, only disseminated form was reportable. 
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food supplies and drafted 
measures. 

The director was appointed 
advisory committee Dr. Fred 
Soper, director the Panama 
tary Bureau, which serves 
regional administrative 
WHO. 1952 Dr. Merrill 
consultant the Technical 
operation Administration 
for the State Department. 


GOODWIN KNIGHT, Governor 


MALCOLM MERRILL, M.D., 
State Director Public Health 


STATE BOARD PUBLIC HEALTH 


CHARLES SMITH, President 
San Francisco 


JAMES RINEHART, M.D. 
Vice President 
San Francisco 


ELMER BELT, M.D. 
Los Angeles 


MRS. BEVIL 
Sacramento 


HARRY HENDERSON, M.D. 
Santa Barbara 


ERROL KING, D.O. 
Riverside 


SAMUEL McCLENDON, M.D. 
San Diego 


SANFORD MOOSE, 
San Francisco 


FRANCIS 
Los Angeles 

MALCOLM MERRILL, M.D. 
Executive Officer 
Berkeley 


Entered second-class matter Jan. 25, 
the Post Office Berkeley, California, 
under the Act Aug. 24, 1912. 
for mailing at the special rate approved fe 
Section 1103, Act Oct. 1917. 

STATE DEPARTMENT PUBLIC HEALTH 
BUREAU HEALTH EDUCATION 

2151 BERKELEY WAY 


BERKELEY CALIFORNIA 


uuy 


